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Barbara Windsor signs up to become Mayor’s ‘Street Party Champion’
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Boris Johnson’s drive to create a more neighbourly society in London has received a major boost with the appointment of Barbara Windsor as the Mayor’s Street Party Ambassador.

The Mayor wants to encourage more people to get involved with their local communities and help support isolated neighbours. He has written to Borough Leaders across the capital, urging them to help eradicate unnecessary bureaucracy and costs, so that communities can feel more confident in hosting street parties and fetes. 

Mayor of London Boris Johnson said:  ‘
 ‘The spectacle and excitement of the Royal Wedding is the perfect catalyst for street parties and I hope that it will spark a growing movement of communal activity. London is a truly fantastic city, but we all have such busy lives and many of us don’t know or trust our neighbours. Bringing local people together, is not just a question of intangible morale boosting, but by knowing your neighbours by their first name can help make the capital a safer place.
 ‘I am delighted that Barbara will be joining me on this journey, she is a natural champion to bring the city together. As a born and bred Londoner, she understands the importance of community and has the charm and wit to galvanise an army of community spirited citizens.’

The number of people living alone in London has doubled since the 1970s and is expected to triple by 2020.  The London Survey has found that 60 per cent of Londoners do not feel a sense of community in their local area. The Mayor would like to harness the excitement around the Royal Wedding, the 2012 Games, the Diamond Jubilee and use events like the Big Lunch to unlock and promote community spirit.

Already by creating better public spaces and improving the look and feel of London by redesigning and reclaiming streets, squares, green and open spaces and with the introduction of the Barclay’s Cycle Hire Scheme, the city is easier for Londoners to use and enjoy together. 
Working with street party initiative the Big Lunch, the Mayor wants London to become the street party capital of the world and is looking to recruit high profile local champions in every borough to help former East Enders star Barbara Windsor make this idea a reality. 
Today the Mayor and Ms Windsor visited the Rocky Park Urban Growers, part of the Capital Growth scheme, in Tower Hamlets who are growing food for their Big Lunch.

In her role as Street Party Ambassador, Barbara Windsor MBE will visit and promote the work of a number of community projects in 2011 in across London.  She said: ’I have some really fond memories of growing up in London’s East End and the street parties we all got involved in. They provided the perfect atmosphere for local communities to come together and for neighbours to get to know one another.

‘I am delighted to be working alongside the Mayor as his Street Party Ambassador and will enjoy getting out across London to encourage people to get involved and bring about some of the community spirit of yesteryear onto the capital’s streets today.’
Tim Smit, Chief Executive of The Eden Project and The Big Lunch founder said: ’The Eden Project was hugely delighted to launch The Big Lunch two years ago to provide the perfect excuse for people in streets all across our wonderful Country to create a moment to share with neighbours and to remind themselves that we are not alone and that together we can do great things, big and small.  In short, it is the simplest of all calls to arms to share in eating together, laughing together and having many reasons to be hopeful.’ 

The Big Lunch is an annual one-day get together where neighbours and local communities share lunch and enjoy a street party. 800,000 people took part in 2010 across UK and 20 per cent of lunches were in London. This year it will be held on the 5th June in hundreds of locations across the city and will be a warm up for celebrations in 2012. 
ENDS

Notes to editors
· Pictures are available from the Mayor’s Press Office please call 020 7983 4599/ 4753
· The Big Lunch is led by The Eden Project and funded by The Big Lottery Fund with support from MasterCard and EDF Energy. More Information can be found at www.thebiglunch.com
· The Mayor’s Street Party Ambassador will be a voluntary role and will focus on building on the success of The Big Lunch initiative, which last year saw over 150,000 Londoners taking part, and will look to improve community cohesion.

· Information on the London Survey can be found at http://www.london.gov.uk/get-involved/consultations/annual-london-survey
· Social isolation was the number one concern in a Joseph Rowntree survey on contemporary social problems (http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/monitoring-poverty-and-social-exclusion-2008) and the number of people living alone has doubled since the 1970s and will triple by 2020. Street parties like the Big Lunch are part of the answer: nine out of ten people involved with organising a Big Lunch last year felt it was a great way to strengthen their local community; almost 60 per cent did so to get to know their neighbours better and 79% feel better about their neighbourhood as a result.

· The Mayor was joined today by Barbara Windsor on a visit to the Rocky Park Urban Growers on the Teesdale and Hollybush estate in Bethnal Green- a prize-winning group of community food growers in Tower Hamlets and part of the Mayor’s Capital Growth scheme. 

· Capital Growth is a partnership initiative between London Food Link, the Mayor of London Boris Johnson, and the Big Lottery's Local Food Fund. It aims to boost community food growing, creating 2,012 new food growing spaces by the end of 2012. There are over 700 plots already up and running - involving more than 20.000 people who are growing their own food - in a diverse range of places, such as schools, by railways, on housing estates and on roofs. 

· The Mayor has written to all London Local Authority Leaders to ask them to help identify and sign up a Local Champion who can help raise the profile of the scheme in their neighbourhood. People interested in becoming a local champion should contact Kate Groves at Big Lunch- Kate.Groves@thebiglunch.com 

· The Mayor has invested £40 in more than 50 public realm improvement projects. He is funding 10,000 brand new street trees across London in places where they are most needed and has introduced a new cycle hire scheme which has transformed the way in which thousands of Londoners travel across the city.

· Biography of Barbara Windsor-

Barbara Windsor who has been awarded the MBE is one of the best-loved and most famous women in the country. Her portrayal of Peggy Mitchell in Eastenders and her long showbiz career has earned her various awards including, BBC Personality of the Year, Best Actress from the National TV Soap Awards, The Manchester Evening News Best Soap Actress and two lifetime achievement awards from Inside Soap and the prestigious Women in Film and Television Awards.
A true Eastender, Barbara made her stage debut age 13 in pantomime. A year later she made her West End debut in the musical Love from Judy. She’s appeared on Broadway in “Oh What A Lovely War” and starred in London’s West End in “Fings Aint What They Used To Be”, “Sing A Rude Song”, “Come Spy With Me” and Threepenny Opera with Vanessa Redgrave.
Her many hundreds of TV appearances include the hit series The Rag Trade, Dads Army, Worzel Gummidge and One Foot In The Grave. She has appeared on every quiz and panel game show including being a regular judge on BBCs Star for a Night, and is a much sought after guest on chat shows ranging from Parkinson, Jonathan Ross to Paul O Grady. She was the subject of This Is Your Life, Best Of British and Hall Of Fame.
Barbara has appeared in numerous British films including Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, The Boyfriend, Sparrers’Can’t Sing , but is best known for her Carry On Films. Her recording work includes several LP’s; a top 30 hit with Sparrers‘Can’t Sing and had a successful CD “You’ve Got A Friend”.
She has toured all over the world in plays and musicals, Maria in “Twelfth Night”, Calamity in Calamity Jane, Miss Adelaide in Guy’s And Dolls and Kath in Entertaining Mr Sloane and is still one of the most sought after Pantomime stars in the UK.
Barbara played herself in Terry Johnson’s “Cor Blimey” on ITV, based on his play “Cleo, Camping, Emmanuelle And Dick”, which won an Olivier Award making her the first living actor to be portrayed in a play.
Apart from appearing in the Royal Variety Show stopping number “You Gotta Have A Gimmick” alongside Cilla Black and Paul O Grady, she has also turned her hand to writing. Her autobiography “All Of Me” was number 2 in the best sellers list in both hard and paperback published by Hodder Headline.
Barbara was the subject of BBC’s “Who Do You Think You Are”, as well as a guest appearance in “Dr Who”. 
Barbara celebrated her 70th Birthday in 2007. The occasion was marked with a special Radio 2 Music Night recorded live at The Hackney Empire to celebrate the music associated with her early theatre career. In 2009 Barbara was awarded A Lifetime Achievement Award at The British Soap Awards for her work in EastEnders and past contribution to television. In 2010 she was featured as the voice of The Dormouse in Tim Burton’s 3D feature film box office hit of “Alice in Wonderland”. Barbara has recently left EastEnders after 16 years of playing “Peggy Mitchell”, and since her departure in September 2010 has been the recipient of the prestigious 'Bernard Delfont Award for Outstanding Contribution to Show business' by the Variety Club of Great Britain, and a Life Time Achievement at The Tric Awards. And to Barbara’s amazement, she was also given “The Freedom of the City of London”.
MEDIA ENQUIRIES: For media enquiries for the Mayor and Barbara Windsor please contact Rebecca Miller on rebecca.miller@london.gov.uk or call 020 7983 4754(not for publication)

For media enquiries about The Big Lunch, please contact Golley Slater on 020 7255 6400

GENERAL PUBLIC/NON-MEDIA ENQUIRIES: Call the Public Liaison Unit at the Greater London Authority on 020 7983 4100

DUTY PRESS OFFICER: For out-of-hours media enquiries, please call 020 7983 4000 







Follow the Mayor on:

Twitter – http://twitter.com/mayoroflondon

Youtube - http://www.youtube.com/MayorsOfficeLondon 
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