
PRESS RELEASE
Your starter for the Big Lunch – the “longest picnic table in the world” at the Eden Project today!

The biggest greenhouses in the world played host to the longest picnic table* today (Friday July 9).

A grassy roof between the iconic Rainforest and Mediterranean Biomes at the Eden Project in Cornwall was the setting for the 48m (157.5ft) long picnic for a 100 people and a dog.

The spectacular feast was designed to be a “starter” for the Big Lunch, which encourages everyone in Britain to sit down with their neighbours in a simple act of community and friendship. The second annual Big Lunch is on Sunday week, July 18 (2010).

Peter Stewart, Eden’s Campaigns and Communications Director, said: “The Big Lunch has grown out of an idea at Eden so what better way to remind everyone about it than to stage our own on the roof. This is of course just for starters. The main course will be when many thousands of people the length and breadth of Britain do their own thing on July 18.

”Lunches big and small are happening around the country and, even though the event takes place in just over a week it’s not too late to organise a simple gathering with your neighbours.”

To sign up to run your own Big Lunch and to play an exclusive Aardman Digital Shaun the Sheep game with a chance to win a family weekend break in Cornwall, see www.thebiglunch.com.

*The makers of a 46m (151ft) picnic table in Dufur, Oregon, USA, have laid claim to it being the world’s longest.
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Notes to editors:
About the Big Lunch
The Big Lunch is led by the Eden Project, with the support of a family of partners – The Big Lottery Fund, MasterCard, EDF Energy and the Department of Communities and Local Government. Once a year, we would like as many people as possible to sit down to lunch together with their neighbours in a simple act of community.  This year The Big Lunch is on Sunday July 18.

The Eden Project is wholly owned by the Eden Trust, an education charity. Eden uses exhibits and educational programmes to remind people of what nature gives us and to help them learn how to look after it in return. Since fully opening in a former china clay quarry in Cornwall in March 2001, Eden has attracted more than 11 million visitors and generated more than £900 million for the regional economy.

· Eden Project Limited is owned by the Eden Trust, which is a fully registered UK Charity (No. 1093070). 

· Eden is home to the two biggest greenhouses in the world – the Rainforest Biome and Mediterranean Biome. 

· Since fully opening in March 2001, 11 million people have visited Eden and it has generated £900 million for the local economy. 

· So far capital funding of £141.4 million to develop Eden has been raised from a combination of £55.5 million from the Millennium Commission Lottery Fund, £25 million from the South West Regional Development Agency, £26 million from European funds, £1 million from local and regional government (outside the RDA) and £33.9 million in the form of loans, lease finance and Eden's own revenue generation. 

· Immediate information may be obtained from our website: www.edenproject.com.
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