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PRESS RELEASE 
EDINBURGH TOPS THE BIG LUNCH LEAGUE

You’ll not have had your tea then…. Edinburgh is currently topping the Big Lunch league in Scotland, with more Big Lunches registered in the capital than anywhere in the country.

Edinburgh and the Lothians currently have over twice as many public Big Lunches organised than Glasgow, proving that its residents are keen to meet more of their neighbours and promote community spirit. From Rosewell in Midlothian to Prestonpans in East Lothian and city centre locations such as Holyrood, Leith and Slateford, Edinburgh is set to be Scotland’s capital of Big Lunches on Sunday 5th June. 

The Big Lunch is a very simple idea from the Eden Project. The aim is to get as many of the 61 million people in the UK as possible to have lunch with their neighbours for a few hours of community, friendship and fun. 
Claire Mack (26) lives in Abbeyhill in the east end of the city and has signed up for her first ever Big Lunch this year. Claire commented: “I heard about the Big Lunch through friends and colleagues earlier this year and decided to sign up. We’re having our Big Lunch in Holyrood Park, which is basically at the end of the street. I’m planning to do it picnic style and everyone can bring sandwiches or sausage rolls, that sort of thing. 
“I’ve lived here for three years and still don’t know everyone in my own tenement, never mind in the streets around us. Where my mum lives everyone says ‘good morning’ and ‘hello’ when they pass in the street, but we don’t really have that here – yet. 
“I’m keen to know more of my neighbours and I think it will be nice for all the mums who live around here to get to know each other. There are a lot of one bedroom flats on the street so there must be lots of people who live on their own too. 

“I just got my starter pack and it’s got invitations inside so I’m going to post those through everyone’s door. I’m also going to put posters up in the local school, the shop and in the leisure centre. It’s a good excuse to get to meet all of my neighbours, I’m not sure I would have done something like this without organising it through The Big Lunch.
Jason Pollock, Campaign Director for The Big Lunch commented: “It’s great to see that Edinburgh and the Lothians is firmly behind the idea of The Big Lunch and is leading the way in Scotland. Whether it’s a barbeque in a neighbour’s back garden or a street party for 100 in a housing scheme, holding a Big Lunch brings communities closer together and helps people get to know their neighbours.” 
Rona Alexander, Head of Programmes for the Big Lottery Fund Scotland said: “The Big Lunch is firmly establishing itself as a simple way to bring people together who might otherwise not have had the chance to meet. I hope even more people across Edinburgh and the Lothians sign up for the Big Lunch – I’m certainly looking forward to attending a lunch close to me on Sunday 5th June.”
The Big Lunch is led by the Eden Project, is funded by the Big Lottery Fund and supported by MasterCard and EDF Energy.
For more information, or to register for free starter pack to help you start planning a Big Lunch, visit www.thebiglunch.com 
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Notes to editors

About The Big Lunch

The Big Lunch on Sunday June 5, 2011 will be the third annual event. On each of the two previous years it attracted the best part of a million people.  The idea grew out of the Eden Project, an educational charity based in Cornwall, and is funded by The Big Lottery Fund, and supported by MasterCard and EDF Energy. 

About the Eden Project
Eden uses exhibits, educational programmes and events to remind people of what nature gives us and to help them learn how to look after it in return. Since opening March 2001, Eden has attracted nearly 13 million visitors and generated more than £1 billion for the regional economy. 

About the Big Lottery Fund

Bringing communities together, reducing loneliness and isolation and helping to make a difference locally is at the heart of the Big Lottery Fund’s mission. 

BIG is therefore delighted to invest Lottery funding into The Big Lunch which continues to help inspire communities and neighbourhoods to come together in the simple act of sharing a meal. Through this neighbourhood social networks will be strengthened, and a greater sense of community cohesion will be created and people will be motivated to take more of an active role on their doorstep. 

Anna Southall, Interim Chair of BIG explains: “The Big Lunch is firmly establishing itself as a simple way to bring people together who might otherwise not have had the chance to meet.”

About MasterCard Worldwide

As a leading global payments company, MasterCard Worldwide prides itself on being at the heart of commerce, helping to make life easier and more efficient for everyone, everywhere. MasterCard serves as a franchisor, processor and advisor to the payments industry, and makes commerce happen by providing a critical economic link among financial institutions, governments, businesses, merchants, and cardholders worldwide. In 2010, $2.7 trillion in gross dollar volume was generated on its products by consumers around the world. Powered by the MasterCard Worldwide Network - the fastest payment processing network in the world - MasterCard processes over 23 billion transactions each year and has the capacity to handle 140 million transactions per hour, with an average network response time of 140 milliseconds and with 99.99 percent reliability. MasterCard advances global commerce through its family of brands, including MasterCard(r), Maestro(r), and Cirrus(r); its suite of core products such as credit, debit, and prepaid; and its innovative platforms and functionalities, such as MasterCard PayPass(tm) and MasterCard inControl(tm). MasterCard serves consumers, governments, and businesses in more than 210 countries and territories. 

For more information, please visit us at www.mastercard.com  <http://www.mastercard.com/> . Follow us on Twitter: @mastercardnews.

[image: image1.jpg]