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HAY TO HOST ITS OWN BIG LUNCH

The Hay Festival will be supporting a nationwide community get-together scheme for the first time by holding its very own Big Lunch.
On Sunday 5 June, the Hay Festival will be joining thousands of communities across the UK by throwing a Big Lunch - a simple idea from the Eden Project that aims to get as many people in the UK as possible to get together with their community on one day for street parties, picnics, garden parties or barbeques. 

The Hay Big Lunch will take place on the last day of the festival from 12-4pm at the Butter Market on Castle Street in Hay town centre and festival goers are being encouraged to bring their own food and enjoy each other’s company as the Festival puts on live music and entertainment. Brass band Wonderbrass will be playing two 45 minute sets at midday and again at 3pm and there will also be other entertainment and more live music from the Remi Harris Trio during the afternoon. 
Local cafes and mobile food outlets will also be offering ‘Big Lunch deals’ from 12-3pm on the Sunday for people to take to the Butter Market, which will be decorated with hay bales, bunting and fresh flowers for The Big Lunch celebration. 
Jason Pollock, campaign director for The Big Lunch, said: “We couldn’t be more thrilled that festival goers can enjoy a Big Lunch at Hay this year. A Big Lunch can be anything from a few neighbours getting together in the garden or on the street, to a full blown party with food, music and decoration that quite literally stops the traffic. Eden Project started The Big Lunch because it believes that we are better equipped to tackle the challenges that we face when we face them together, so we hope everyone has a wonderful afternoon at Hay and that it’s the start of many more Hay Big Lunches.”

Peter Florence, Hay Festival director, said: “We love the idea of The Big Lunch and thought it would be the perfect way to mark the end of the festival. It should be a fantastic afternoon at the Butter Market and it’s a great opportunity to meet up with other festival goers to enjoy food, relax and chat about this year’s festival.”

Thinking of throwing a Big Lunch in your area? Visit www.thebiglunch.com or call 0845 850 8181 to register and to get more information on throwing a Big Lunch, including a step-by-step guide, recipe and game ideas, posters and much more. The Big Lunch will happen every year on the first Sunday in June in communities across the UK. 
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All media enquiries to Jo Hicks, Amanda Bunn or Sian Hunt at Golley Slater on 029 20388621 or email jhicks@golleyslater.co.uk, abunn@golleyslater.co.uk or shunt@golleyslater.co.uk
