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The BIG LUNCH SERVES UP A 3D MASTERPIECE

- Spectacular street art by Kurt Wenner launches The Big Lunch 2010 -
Wednesday 26th May 2010: - Today the people of Leeds were invited to step into a giant piece of 3D artwork by world-famous artist, Kurt Wenner, on Briggate to launch this year’s campaign for The Big Lunch in stunning fashion.

The Big Lunch is an annual event which encourages people to sit down with their neighbours for lunch on one day of the year, in a simple act of friendship and community.  Those interested in participating on Sunday July 18th 2010 are encouraged to go to www.TheBigLunch.com for further information.

Last year the best part of a million people took part and today some joined The Big Lunch team on Briggate to get preparations for this year’s Big Lunch off the ground in spectacular style.

Matt Tamplin from Chapel Allerton, Leeds who participated in The Big Lunch in 2009 said: “We held a big lunch last year in our local community and it was a great success, bringing four streets together for the first time. We had people from 8 months to 80 years old! It was really nice to see people coming together and see a greater sense of community spirit coming alive. This years planning is going really well and we are hoping our Big Lunch this year will be even bigger and better.”
The five-by-five metre 3D masterpiece took a total of four hours to create and saw giant sandwiches, fruit, cakes, burgers, buns and cups of tea breaking free from a Big Lunch table and “floating up” into the hands of the surrounding Big Lunchers. 
Kurt Wenner said: “The scene I have created is vibrant, colourful and joyous, born from people of all walks of life coming together and enjoying the unique community and friendship feel of many Big Lunch events.” 

The Big Lunch 2010 is only eight weeks away, and today those who love to lunch, and are planning a street party, are reminded of the imminent deadline for applying to their local Council to close their road. Now is also the time for those lunchers opting for a BBQ in the back garden or a picnic in park instead, to start gathering neighbours together to plan for the biggest Big Lunch yet.

The Big Lunch is led by the Eden Project with the support of a family of partners - The Big Lottery Fund, MasterCard, EDF Energy and Communities and Local Government.

Eden Project and Big Lunch co-founder, Tim Smit, said: “We believe it’s important to see neighbours and communities come together to break down barriers and build bridges with each other. It’s time we realise that our streets are more than just pavements but solid foundations for our future happiness. Holding a Big Lunch is the perfect opportunity to take the first step towards this.”  

Peter Wanless, Chief Executive of The Big Lottery Fund said: “BIG are delighted to be funding The Big Lunch, we feel that through encouraging people to eat and socialise together we can help create a stronger society where more people feel part of their local community. By engaging and connecting with each other, communities will become more resilient, resourceful and enterprising, and better equipped to organise themselves to meet their needs”
Ben Rhodes, VP, Head of Brand and Sponsorship Marketing for MasterCard UK & Ireland said: "MasterCard is proud to be supporting The Big Lunch for the second year running. Last year, our research into what matters to the people of Britain highlighted a real desire to reconnect with those that live closest to us: our neighbours. We believe The Big Lunch is the starting point for a return to community values and shared action. By supporting The Big Lunch, we're celebrating a simple act of community and helping to create thousands of priceless moments across the UK."
Martin Stead, Head of Brand, EDF Energy said: “EDF Energy is proud to support The Big Lunch as part of our Team Green Britain summer of events aimed at enabling at greener, healthier, cheaper and more local living. As Britain’s largest producer of low-carbon electricity, we will be encouraging the nation to hold a Big Lunch of their own and take a low-carbon approach to cooking tasty and locally-sourced food.

“Sunday 18th July represents a fantastic opportunity for people across the country to come together and celebrate their efforts with friends, family and neighbours. This also makes it a fitting finale to this year’s Team Green Britain summer campaign.”

For a whole menu of ideas on how you can run your own Big Lunch, find out if a Big Lunch already taking place in your area or to register your own, visit www.thebiglunch.com. You can also follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/thebiglunch) and Twitter (www.twitter.com/thebiglunch) for top tips and information in the run up to the day.  

-Ends-

For further information and images please contact Caroline Rams or Leena Patel at The Big Lunch Press Office on 020 7307 3104 or email caroline@cakegroup.com / leenap@cakegroup.com   

Notes to Editors
About The Big Lunch

The Big Lunch is led by the Eden Project, with the support of a family of partners – The Big Lottery Fund, MasterCard, EDF Energy and the Department of Communities and Local Government.

Once a year, we would like as many people as possible to sit down to lunch together with their neighbours in a simple act of community. Last year, in the first-ever Big Lunch, there were 8,263 registered lunches with an estimated 730,000 people taking part, a good start on a rainy summer Sunday. This year we are encouraging millions more people to pull up a chair for the second Big Lunch on July 18th.

The Eden Project is wholly owned by the Eden Trust, an education charity. Eden uses exhibits and educational programmes to remind people of what nature gives us and to help them learn how to look after it in return. Since fully opening in a former china clay quarry in Cornwall in March 2001, Eden has attracted more than 11 million visitors and generated more than £900 million for the regional economy.

About The Big Lottery Fund (BIG)

The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.

BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £24 billion has now been raised and more than 330,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.

About MasterCard Worldwide
MasterCard Worldwide advances global commerce by providing a critical economic link among financial institutions, businesses, cardholders and merchants worldwide.  As a franchisor, processor and advisor, MasterCard develops and markets payment solutions, processes over 22 billion transactions each year, and provides industry-leading analysis and consulting services to financial-institution customers and merchants.  Powered by the MasterCard Worldwide Network and through its family of brands, including MasterCard®, Maestro® and Cirrus®, MasterCard serves consumers and businesses in more than 210 countries and territories.  For more information go to www.mastercard.com.  Follow us on Twitter:@mastercardnews.

About EDF Energy
EDF Energy is one of the UK’s largest energy companies, producing around a fifth of the nation’s electricity from its nuclear, coal and gas power stations, as well as combined heat and power plants and wind farms. The company provides power to a quarter of the UK’s population via its electricity distribution networks and supplies gas and electricity to more than 5.5 million business and residential customers. It is the number one supplier of electricity to major business in the UK.

EDF Energy’s safe and secure operation of its eight existing nuclear power stations at sites across the country makes it the UK’s largest generator of low carbon electricity. EDF Energy is also leading the UK's nuclear renaissance and has published plans to build four new nuclear reactors, subject to the right investment framework. These new plants would generate enough low carbon electricity for about 40% of Britain’s homes. They would make an important contribution to the UK’s future needs for clean, secure and affordable energy. The project is already creating business and job opportunities for British companies and workers.

Through Our Climate and Social Commitments EDF Energy has launched the biggest environmental and social programme of any UK energy company. EDF is the official energy utilities partner and sustainability partner of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games. The company is also helping its customers and others use energy more sustainably through products and initiatives such as Read, Reduce, Reward and Team Green Britain.

EDF Energy is part of EDF Group, one of Europe’s largest power companies. Following the integration with British Energy in 2009, the company employs nearly 20,000 people at locations across the UK.
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