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Mayor calls for community spirited champions for each borough 
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The Mayor of London Boris Johnson has called for Londoners to volunteer as local champions for the Big Lunch. An annual one day event, the Big Lunch aims to be more than just a time for enjoyment and making friends, but also has the underlying purpose to help build a greater sense of community spirit.
The London survey has found that six out of ten Londoners do not feel there is a strong sense of community in their local area and the number of people who trust their neighbours is decreasing. After taking part in the Big Lunch last year, 95 per cent of participants felt closer to their neighbours. The Mayor would like to establish as many champions as possible, who will assist his street party ambassador Barbara Windsor in helping to promote a massive day of local participation across the city on 5th June. 
The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson said:

‘London has a rich and glorious history of street parties stemming back to the Peace Teas that marked the end of the First World War to the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and beyond. The Big Lunch is a brilliant way to get neighbours and local communities together and help build a greater sense of community spirit across London. Last year eight out of ten people who took part felt better about where they lived.
‘So if you have a hankering to do something al little different and would like an opportunity to be one of Barbara Windsor’s trusty lieutenants, then sign up to become a local champion.’

The Mayor was joined today by Barbara Windsor at the Fieldway Community Centre in Croydon, where they helped residents prepare for their Big Lunch and Royal Wedding celebrations. The Big Lunch is an annual one day event where neighbours and local communities share lunch and enjoy a street party, over 160,000 people took part in London alone last year. The Mayor wants to encourage more people to get involved, help their local communities and support isolated neighbours.  The number of people living alone in London has doubled since the 1970s and is expected to triple by 2020. He has written to Borough Leaders, urging them to help eradicate unnecessary bureaucracy and costs, so that communities can feel more confident in hosting street parties and fetes.  A number of councils, including Croydon, have agreed to drop charges for road closures and to support street parties for the Royal Wedding and The Big Lunch. 
The Mayor’s street party ambassador Barbara Windsor MBE said: 
‘With the Royal Wedding, the Olympics and the Diamond Jubilee just around the corner, this is a fantastic time to inject some community spirit into our streets. I would love as many people as possible to sign up to become a  local champion,  so that together we can make this year’s Big Lunch bigger and better.’

Croydon local champion and Chef Malcolm John said:

‘I think the Big Lunch is an absolutely wonderful idea encouraging the community to re-connect by sitting down to eat lunch with each other. Communities have grown apart over the years and this is a great opportunity for friends and neighbours, in Croydon, to come together and to get to know each other better.’ 

For more information on how to become a Local Champion or register for a free start up pack, please go to www.biglunch.com.

ENDS 

Notes to editors:

· The Big Lunch is led by The Eden Project and funded by The Big Lottery Fund with support from MasterCard and EDF Energy. More Information can be found at www.thebiglunch.com
· The Mayor’s Street Party Ambassador is a voluntary role and will focus on building on the success of The Big Lunch initiative, which last year saw over 150,000 Londoners taking part, and will look to improve community cohesion.

· Information on the London Survey can be found at http://www.london.gov.uk/get-involved/consultations/annual-london-survey
· Social isolation was the number one concern in a Joseph Rowntree survey on contemporary social problems (http://www.jrf.org.uk/publications/monitoring-poverty-and-social-exclusion-2008) and the number of people living alone has doubled since the 1970s and will triple by 2020. Street parties like the Big Lunch are part of the answer: nine out of ten people involved with organising a Big Lunch last year felt it was a great way to strengthen their local community; almost 60 per cent did so to get to know their neighbours better and 79% feel better about their neighbourhood as a result. 
· The Mayor has written to all London Local Authority Leaders to ask them to help identify and sign up a Local Champion who can help raise the profile of the scheme in their neighbourhood. People interested in becoming a local champion should contact Kate Groves at Big Lunch- Kate.Groves@thebiglunch.com 

· The Mayor has invested £40 in more than 50 public realm improvement projects creating better public spaces and improving the look and feel of London by redesigning and reclaiming streets, squares, green and open spaces. He is funding 10,000 brand new street trees across London in places where they are most needed and has introduced a new cycle hire scheme which has transformed the way in which thousands of Londoners travel across the city.
· Pictures are available from the Mayor’s Press Office please call 020 7983 4754
· Malcolm  John biog:

Born in St Vincent, renowned Chef, Malcolm John trained with the Savoy Group at the Berkeley Hotel Knightsbridge for six years. Malcolm temporarily moved to Italy to work at the Sirenous Hotel, Positano. 

He worked as Executive Sous Chef at the Café Royal alongside Herbert Berger and then as Head Chef at St Quentin, Knightsbridge before moving to Terrance Conran’s Blue Bird Private Members Club, for two years in the same role.

Malcolm John opened the doors to his first Venture in French cooking; Le Vacherin in Chiswick. Causing a stir in South Croydon, Le Cassoulet opened its doors in February 2008 and almost a year later, Fish and Grill opened just down the road from Le Cassoulet in December 2008. His latest venture, Brasserie Vacherin is located on Sutton High Street & is named after its Sister Restaurant, Le Vacherin. 

Egon Ronay gave him one star; AA Gill bestowed him with a rare three star rating. Le Cassoulet was awarded Best Local Restaurant by Timeout 2008. Fish & Grill was awarded Runner up for Timeout’s Best New Local Restaurant 2009 & voted in the top 5 Best Sunday Lunch Restaurants by Timeout in 2010 along with Best out of Town Restaurant by London Paper. Malcolm’s most recent achievement includes being awarded Entrepreneur of the Year at the South London Business Awards.

Malcolm invests himself in the local community. He is the Commercial Sector Representative on the board for the Turnaround Project in Croydon, a scheme to help underprivileged children. Malcolm is also an Ambassador for Croydon..

Malcolm John seems to have won the hearts and minds of the locals with a combination of passionate coking and affordable Fine Dining.

MEDIA ENQUIRIES: For media enquiries for the Mayor and Barbara Windsor please contact Rebecca Miller on rebecca.miller@london.gov.uk or call 020 7983 4754(not for publication)

For media enquiries about The Big Lunch, please contact Golley Slater on 020 7255 6400

GENERAL PUBLIC/NON-MEDIA ENQUIRIES: Call the Public Liaison Unit at the Greater London Authority on 020 7983 4100

DUTY PRESS OFFICER: For out-of-hours media enquiries, please call 020 7983 4000 













Follow the Mayor on:

Twitter – http://twitter.com/mayoroflondon

Youtube - http://www.youtube.com/MayorsOfficeLondon 
City Hall, The Queen's Walk, London SE12AA
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