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LOTTERY FEEDS COMMUNITY ACTION
WITH £3.5 million for big lunch
The Big Lottery Fund (BIG) will help to bring together communities and neighbourhoods throughout the UK with a £3.5 million grant to run The Big Lunch over the next three years.

Since it was founded by the Eden Project in 2009, The Big Lunch has grown to the best part of a million people taking part last year. The Eden Project is projecting that up to 6.3 million people will take part in The Big Lunch over the next three years.
The Big Lunch will focus on encouraging people across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to come together and have lunch with their neighbours; this year on Sunday, 5 June 2011. The aim will be to create opportunities for people to meet and become acquainted with their neighbours over lunch, with the aim of strengthening bonds, feeling safer in their neighbourhoods and being motivated to start running or getting involved with other local activities.

Research by the Eden Project has shown that there is a clear desire for activities that strengthen communities across all sectors of society and The Big Lunch is recognised as fulfilling this need. In 2010, 86 per cent of those involved with organising a Big Lunch did so because they felt it was a great way to strengthen their local community. Following last year’s Big Lunches 79 per cent felt better about their neighbourhood as a result. 
Anna Southall, Big Lottery Fund Interim Chair said: “The Big Lottery Fund is delighted to help The Big Lunch bring even more local communities together over the next three years. The Big Lunch is firmly establishing itself as a simple way to bring people together who might otherwise not have had the chance to meet. I’m looking forward to attending a lunch close to me on Sunday, 5 June 2011.”

Last year neighbours and local communities organised a vast range of activities from street parties, picnics in local parks to small gatherings at home. 
Matt Biagetti from Hoylake, Liverpool, said: “Big thanks to everyone behind The Big Lunch project – it has done wonders for community spirit. Hoylake was full of street parties, the rain held off; neighbours all got stuck in and had a great time. Trinity Road Big Lunch was a mix of nationalities, lots of food and drink and lots of new friendships. Can’t wait for the next one.”
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Barbara Knowles from Norwich, said: “We had our first Big Lunch in Wymer Street Car Park, Norwich. Most of the car park users moved their cars to a nearby space kindly provided by a local garage. We were not sure how many would join in but amazingly people started arriving with lovely food and friendly faces. A great day, everyone wants to do it again. Long may The Big Lunch continue.”
Peter Stewart, the Eden Project's Campaigns Director, said:  "We are delighted that the Big Lottery Fund has committed to supporting The Big Lunch over the next three years.   Previous Big Lunches in 2009 and 2010 attracted the best part of a million people on both occasions. With this Lottery good cause funding it is our belief that the ambition to have The Big Lunch as a fixed event in the calendar, that is owned by the people, will take a major step to reality."
Ends//
Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery.
· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £25 billion has now been raised and more than 330,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.
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