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New research reveals that Wales knows its neighbours best

As plans gather pace for neighbours and communities across the nation to enjoy a Big Lunch together this summer, new figures reveal that people in Wales know more of their neighbours than any other UK region. 
Research carried out by One Poll
 revealed that over a fifth of Welsh people (21.73 per cent) are on first name terms with 10 or more of their neighbours, a significantly higher number than the 13.9 per cent national average. Also, the number of respondents in Wales who knew none of their neighbours was the lowest of all the regions (5.8 per cent against a national average of 9.95 per cent).
These results support the findings of a previous survey conducted by The Big Lunch organisers which revealed that three quarters of Welsh people think their neighbourhood is friendly
. And as the Welsh capital was recently named as second only to London in numbers of residents applying to hold Royal Wedding Street Parties, organisers hope that a record number of Big Lunches will be held in Wales this year. 

The Big Lunch is a very simple idea from the Eden Project. Funded by the Big Lottery Fund and supported by MasterCard and EDF Energy, the aim is to get as many of the 61 million people in the UK as possible to have lunch with their neighbours for a few hours of community, friendship and fun on Sunday 5 June. Since starting in 2009, thousands of Big Lunches have taken place in all kinds of communities and the best part of a million people get involved each year.  
Over 80 Big Lunches took place across Wales in 2010 and organisers hope that even more people will get behind the one-day event this year. 
Commenting on these figures, The Big Lunch campaign director, Jason Pollock, said:
“The results from both these pieces of research suggest that good old-fashioned community spirit is still alive and kicking here in Wales, making it the perfect place for a record number of Big Lunches to be held this year.

“We are keen to encourage communities the length and breadth of Wales to come together for just one afternoon on 5 June as the benefits of an event as simple as a street party can be incredible. We have all sorts of examples of neighbours across Wales whose lives have changed as a result of The Big Lunch whether it’s been setting up book clubs or babysitting circles, starting up running groups or a simple act such as sharing tools and resources. In fact, over 80 per cent of people who organised a Big Lunch last year felt it was a great way to strengthen their local community and felt better about their neighbourhood as a result of the day.”

This year’s Big Lunch is taking place on Sunday 5 June. For more information or to register for a free starter pack, please visit www.thebiglunch.com.
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� Results taken from research carried out by One Poll for The People, March 2011


� Results taken from ‘The Big Lunch 2010 – a success?’





