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PRESS RELEASE
Derek Brockway gets his place at the table for the biggest Big Lunch yet on June 5 2011
The Big Lunch 2011 was launched today in Wales by Derek Brockway in an effort to encourage the people of Wales to get together with their neighbours on Sunday 5th June. 
The Big Lunch is a very simple idea from the Eden Project. The aim is to get as many of the 61 million people in the UK as possible to have lunch with their neighbours for a few hours of community, friendship and fun. This year a record number of people are expected to take part in the one day event.  Since starting in 2009, thousands of Big Lunches have taken place in all kinds of communities and the best part of a million people get involved each year.  

Led by the Eden Project, The Big Lunch is funded by the Big Lottery Fund and supported by MasterCard and EDF Energy. To coincide with the launch, The Big Lottery Fund announced that it has awarded The Big Lunch organisers a £3.5 million grant to run the event for the next three years.
Today, Derek Brockway marked the official launch at Denton Road in Cardiff, a street that has organised Big Lunches for the last two years, surrounded by a street party scene to show their support for The Big Lunch.
As he launched the celebrations today, Derek said he was confident that the event would be a success in Wales. 

“The Big Lunch is a really simple idea but the last two years have proved that it really works and gets people feeling better about where they live and closer to their neighbours. We all lead such busy lives that we often don’t take the time to get to know the people who live right next door which is a real shame. I know from my travels out and about across Wales that there is an enormous sense of community spirit in our country, from the smallest villages to the big cities. Even if just a small percentage of that can be harnessed on 5 June, we’re in for a great day!”

Tim Smit, head of the Eden Project, said: “The best part of a million people have participated in The Big Lunch each year since launch.  From small intimate affairs, to full blown street parties with bouncy castles and hog roasts.  Lunches have been held right across the country and our research shows that they really work; people who’ve taken part feel closer to their neighbours and many find it’s just the spark that their community needed to bring people together.” 

John Rose, Acting Director for the Big Lottery Fund in Wales said: “The Big Lottery Fund is delighted to help The Big Lunch bring even more local communities together over the next three years. The Big Lunch is firmly establishing itself as a simple way to bring people together who might otherwise not have had the chance to meet.”
The Big Lunch has also attracted support from the Welsh Assembly Government with Social Justice Minister, Carl Sargeant AM, endorsing the initiative:

"Getting to know your neighbours can have a huge impact on how you feel about where you live. It can give you a sense of pride in your community and encourage you to get involved in the issues that affect you locally, such as your neighbourhood watch group or looking out for vulnerable neighbours.

"We often live in such close proximity to our neighbours yet we know very little about them. This is a great opportunity to put that right whilst having fun at the same time. I hope communities across Wales will get involved in the festivities."
For anyone who wants to take part and to receive a free Big Lunch Starter Pack, register your planned Big Lunch event online at www.thebiglunch.com or alternatively call 0845 850 8181 to speak to one of the team. The pack contains a step-by-step guide to help you get your event off the ground, plus invitations, posters, 'crowd cooking' recipe ideas, stickers and much more.

Case study – Denton Road, Canton

Driving instructor, Mandy Fegan from Denton Road in Cardiff teamed up with her daughter Sophie, 23, to arrange a very successful Big Lunch last year. Activities ranged from a T-shirt making workshop, cake baking competition and quiz to a window decorating contest.

“The Big Lunch is a great way to get to know the residents on the street; it feels like we have our own little community now. Also seeing the street car-free was brilliant,” she said. “All the children were playing together, their parents were talking and everyone was looking out for one another. We also managed to raise some money for two local charities so we’re looking forward to doing it all over again this year.”
For more information, interviews, photography, case studies or facts on last year’s Big Lunch, please contact Jenny Harding, Amanda Bunn or Rebecca Richards at Golley Slater PR on 029 2038 8621 / 07801 649050 or jharding@golleyslater.co.uk, abunn@golleyslater.co.uk or rrichards@golleyslater.co.uk 

Ends
Notes to editors

About The Big Lunch
The Big Lunch on Sunday June 5, 2011 will be the third annual event. On each of the two previous years it attracted the best part of a million people.  The idea grew out of the Eden Project, an educational charity based in Cornwall, and is funded by The Big Lottery Fund, and supported by MasterCard and EDF Energy. 

About the Eden Project
Eden uses exhibits, educational programmes and events to remind people of what nature gives us and to help them learn how to look after it in return. Since opening March 2001, Eden has attracted nearly 13 million visitors and generated more than £1 billion for the regional economy. 

About the Big Lottery Fund

Bringing communities together, reducing loneliness and isolation and helping to make a difference locally is at the heart of the Big Lottery Fund’s mission. 

BIG is therefore delighted to invest Lottery funding into The Big Lunch which continues to help inspire communities and neighbourhoods to come together in the simple act of sharing a meal. Through this neighbourhood social networks will be strengthened, and a greater sense of community cohesion will be created and people will be motivated to take more of an active role on their doorstep. 

Anna Southall, Interim Chair of BIG explains: “The Big Lunch is firmly establishing itself as a simple way to bring people together who might otherwise not have had the chance to meet.”

