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Wales gears up for Big Lunch this Sunday
Hundreds of residents across Wales are dusting off the bunting and making final preparations to join the rest of the UK in hosting a Big Lunch with their neighbours on Sunday 5 June. 
A record number of Big Lunches have been registered to take place in Wales this year including a number of events where anyone from the wider community can come along on the day and join in the festivities. 

Since starting in 2009, thousands of Big Lunches have taken place in all kinds of communities and the best part of a million people get involved each year.  

The Big Lunch is a simple idea from the Eden Project that aims to get as many of the 61 million people in the UK as possible to have lunch with their neighbours for a few hours of community, friendship and fun. 
In Cardiff alone, dozens of street parties are taking place this Sunday. St Fagan’s Street in Grangetown is playing host to a Big Lunch which aims to raise awareness about the use of dead-end streets in the capital. Guests are being invited to bring their favourite dish and the recipe to share with others. The RECREATE team will be on hand to teach people how to make new products from recycled goods and an art installation is being jet-sprayed onto the pavements of the street to brighten it up in preparation for the party.
Denton Road in Canton will be holding their third annual Big Lunch on Sunday. Preparations are well underway to get the street ready for a party that will include cake baking competitions, a raffle and entertainment. The residents of Denton Road are keen street party enthusiasts and have been brought closer together by organising the event as a team. 

With temperatures expected to hit over 20 degrees in parts of Wales this Sunday, the Big Lunch is set to be a success. 

Sophie Fegan, a street party organiser from Denton Road comments:

“I’d say that the street parties we’ve held for The Big Lunch have reignited some well-needed community spirit. Neighbours stop to talk to one another on the street and everyone feels safer and more involved with their neighbourhood. New friendships have formed and the street is now a community that I have the pleasure to be a part of.”
Jason Pollock, campaign director of The Big Lunch, said: “We’re very encouraged to have received a flood of interest this year in those looking to host their own Big Lunches. They are a great excuse to have fun with your neighbours and many people find it’s just the spark their community needs to bring people together. 

“If you’re looking to host a Big Lunch, no matter whether it’s a small affair to a full blown barbeque or street party, then it’s not too late to take part.” 
Led by the Eden Project, The Big Lunch is funded by the Big Lottery Fund and supported by MasterCard and EDF Energy. 
For more information and to find out where your nearest Big Lunch will be held, visit www.thebiglunch.com 
