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Yorkshire and Humberside Residents Ready to Know Neighbours Better
People living across Yorkshire and Humberside would love to get to know their neighbours better. A new survey of 1,000 people in 11 cities and towns
 across the region shows that in some areas one in five people are unable to name even one of their neighbours.  However, the overall picture is much brighter with 77% of those polled receiving a Christmas card from their neighbour every year – highlighting residents’ desire to connect with one and other.
York and Rotherham were revealed as the friendliest places to live with 75% and 70% of residents polled knowing four or more neighbours personally. Meanwhile residents in other areas such as Sheffield (37%) and Wakefield (33%) admitted they know far fewer than any other region (almost a fifth of residents in each of these cities admitted to not knowing a single neighbour by name).  
The research is part of a drive to get communities to sign up to The Big Lunch - a one day get-together for neighbours across the UK on Sunday 5th June 2011. Now in its third year, thousands of neighbourhoods across the UK have held Big Lunches and describe them as a key factor in improving relationships, building friendships and bringing communities together.  
Jason Pollock, Campaign Director for The Big Lunch said: “In Yorkshire and Humberside alone registrations for The Big Lunch are up 138% year-on-year.  One of the reasons why we launched The Big Lunch was to give neighbours an opportunity to get to know each other and these latest figures show that Yorkshire and Humberside, known for their welcoming people, are getting behind the initiative wholeheartedly.” 
Mr Pollock added: “We know that communities which have previously held Big Lunches have since become stronger and much happier places to live as residents no longer feel like strangers.  The Big Lunch helps people to realise the true value of their neighbours and the support that a community can offer – with many neighbours providing a much needed hand, parents organising play-dates, or simply that feeling of security that they are part of a real community.”
Despite parts of the survey highlighting areas with a higher level of disengagement than others (55% of residents polled in Leeds, 44% of those in Sheffield and 44% of Halifax residents admitted to having actively avoided a neighbour so as to avoid engaging in conversation with them) just over half (61%) of all Yorkshire and Humberside residents have never had trouble with their neighbours with Rotherham and Halifax coming out as the most peaceful communities (80% and 72% having never had any trouble with a neighbour respectively).  
Over half of all respondents (54%) have had a neighbour do an unprompted favour such as cut their lawn and 39% of residents in York have babysat for their neighbours – Wakefield leading the way with 41%.  Community spirit ranked high in Harrogate, with almost two thirds reporting excellent support from neighbours and offers of looking after home /pets when on holiday.
The Big Lunch aims to get as many people in the UK as possible to have lunch with their neighbours on one day - this year Sunday June 5.  The idea comes from the Eden Project, is funded by BIG Lottery Fund and is supported by Mastercard and EDF Energy. A Big Lunch can be anything from a few neighbours getting together in the garden or on the street, to a full blown party with food, music and decorations that quite literally stops the traffic.  
 “Buoyed by the Royal Wedding, the response to date this year has been very strong, with a record number of Big Lunches set to take place across the region, and country on 5th June,” Mr Pollock concluded.  
Fancy holding an event in your area? To receive your free Big Lunch Starter Pack, simply register you your planned Big Lunch event online at www.thebiglunch.com(blocked::http://www.thebiglunch.com/ ) or alternatively call 0845 850 8181 to speak to one of the team. The pack contains a step-by-step guide to help you get your event off the ground, plus invitations, posters, 'crowd cooking' recipe ideas, stickers and much more.
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Notes to editors

About The Big Lunch

The Big Lunch on Sunday June 5, 2011 will be the third annual event. On each of the two previous years it attracted the best part of a million people.  The idea grew out of the Eden Project, an educational charity based in Cornwall, and is funded by The Big Lottery Fund, and supported by MasterCard and EDF Energy.

 

About the Eden Project
Eden uses exhibits, educational programmes and events to remind people of what nature gives us and to help them learn how to look after it in return. Since opening March 2001, Eden has attracted nearly 13 million visitors and generated more than £1 billion for the regional economy. 

About the Big Lottery Fund

Bringing communities together, reducing loneliness and isolation and helping to make a difference locally is at the heart of the Big Lottery Fund’s mission. 

BIG is therefore delighted to invest Lottery funding into The Big Lunch which continues to help inspire communities and neighbourhoods to come together in the simple act of sharing a meal. Through this neighbourhood social networks will be strengthened, and a greater sense of community cohesion will be created and people will be motivated to take more of an active role on their doorstep. 

Anna Southall, Interim Chair of BIG explains: “The Big Lunch is firmly establishing itself as a simple way to bring people together who might otherwise not have had the chance to meet.”

About MasterCard Worldwide

As a leading global payments company, MasterCard Worldwide prides itself on being at the heart of commerce, helping to make life easier and more efficient for everyone, everywhere. MasterCard serves as a franchisor, processor and advisor to the payments industry, and makes commerce happen by providing a critical economic link among financial institutions, governments, businesses, merchants, and cardholders worldwide. In 2010, $2.7 trillion in gross dollar volume was generated on its products by consumers around the world. Powered by the MasterCard Worldwide Network - the fastest payment processing network in the world - MasterCard processes over 23 billion transactions each year and has the capacity to handle 140 million transactions per hour, with an average network response time of 140 milliseconds and with 99.99 percent reliability. MasterCard advances global commerce through its family of brands, including MasterCard(r), Maestro(r), and Cirrus(r); its suite of core products such as credit, debit, and prepaid; and its innovative platforms and functionalities, such as MasterCard PayPass(tm) and MasterCard inControl(tm). MasterCard serves consumers, governments, and businesses in more than 210 countries and territories. 

For more information, please visit us at www.mastercard.com 

 <http://www.mastercard.com/> . Follow us on Twitter: @mastercardnews.

About EDF Energy: 

As Britain’s largest producer of low carbon electricity, EDF Energy will be encouraging the nation to hold a Big Lunch and take a low carbon approach to cooking tasty and locally sourced food. EDF Energy’s support of The Big Lunch is part of our Team Green Britain campaign, which aims to help Britons reduce their carbon footprint by 2012. Founded by EDF Energy and supported by the Eden Project, there are now over a million people who are part of Team Green Britain. To find out how you can start taking daily action towards a low carbon lifestyle today, visit www.teamgreenbritain.org.
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